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Evidently-  DccLuxnt  no.  5°47B. 

PTCTI>TICK.-J.  UiLrrtJK  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  F AH  ST 

NO.  1 

Tig  aam  am  of  /jerica.  .jq>  qrs. 

-  against  - 

/jjp  qrs. 

1  r 

i  I.  GEORGE  rOL.ITi  : rJ:o  oath  and  s ay  as  followsi- 

1.  I  was  Chaplain  Goor.  o  rolaiu,  NX70175t  of  2/26  Battalion.  I 
boourx  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Singapore  on  15  February  1942. 

2.  T.e  cr.ly  Chinese  I  aan  oxecutcd  v.oro  4 3  bodies,  cowxtio  after 
the  capitulation  of  Singapore,  Their  hands  -  ore  tied  behind  their  backs 
.nd  rc<_s  wore  still  around  t>  olr  heads.  s^ut  of  then  had  been  shot 
through  the  heed,  They  wore  tiod  together  in  fours.  That  would  be  Just 
after  Easter  1942,  ac;ev;horo  about  April,  piio  natives  in  the  cany  noarby 
said  the  Japanese  had  executed  the:..  All  I  out;  was  the  bodies  -  the 
skoletons. 

3*  The  only  other  people  I  sun  like  that  was  a  section  of  our  own 

j  Battalion  at  what  looked  to  bo  a  jupaneoo  company  HQ,  near  Bukitisoh. 

I  lhe  SLt.  was  sit.  pat  O'Neill,  jajor  irucy  will  know  the  nanes  of 
j  the  othor  nfen.  wis  body,  tocothor  with  five  others,  was  lyinc  thoro, 

!  his  hands  were  tiod  behind  l:is  back  and  ho  hod  boon  shotthrou-Ji  the 
j  hoadjthat  would  be  about  Juno  or  July  1942.  It  lookod  to  us  as  though 
they  had  boen  UAkin_  their  way  back  when  captured  by  the  Japanese,  token 
j  to  this  Corpany  HQ,  and  there  the  whole  of  thou  were  shot, 

I  4.  They  had  beon  shot  sorx  considerublo  tins  beforo  the  capitulatlo 

j  Their  hands  wore  tied  with  rope  and  cloth,  ifr.oro  were  still  places  of 
j  raccod  cloth  around  their  eyes.  They  had  tLoir  identification  discs 
;  and  soi-x  of  then  also  had  pay  books  und  inrks  of  identification.  They 
i  were  lyinc  alor^j  a  trench  j  it  richt  have  boon  said  to  have  been  on  open 
!  crave.  They  wore  probably  lined  up  beside  the  trench  and  killed  there, 

I  probably  with  the  idea  of  puttinp  the  bodies  in  the  trench,  but  they  wero 
I  not  buried// 

I  .  ! 

(Signed)  GEORGE  TOL-ON. 

Sworn  before  ns  at  Sydney  on  tho  ) 

Ninth  day  of  septenber  1946.  ) 

(Signed)  A.J.  NANSFELD. 
jud..e  of  supreiJO  Court  of  Queensland. 


i 


Tnr 


t? 


^  ^ 

S.  4  ifL  f  * 

t'i  i  «  T*  7 

j  k  7  %  *• 

*  <4-  r,  * 

T/'  Afe*  "7  -* 

■tf  \M  12  N  / 

>  &  ?•• ; 

|  \  %  V 

<  V  %  &t 

*  f  £  ft 
*'  J  1  -f 

U  I  is 

'1  z  ')  * 

»'  Ay  ■O  V 

.«  ?  S'  ?, 

*  *fl  « 

4  7  f*  « 

*  <  ff  y 
^  ^  P  P\ 

a.  £  f*  * 

2.  7|  af  /v 

f  **  '  a 

1  i£  T 


/^>/j 

•  fp^lB 


lifr  7  /'  $  X 

\  'i*+l 

*-  |  *  A  f 

fit  r  f 

<?  -5  *  7,  ■/ 
4  >  f  ?  * 

i$-"X  1  ?L  T 

u  •  Tjt  ~y 

Is  Pf  t 
?*  l*  1 
l  r  *.  '.  V 

fy  A « 

'  5  #J  "  ,x 

r  >-  *J  ^  ze 
f;  **  -f-  *  A. 

^  £  *7  * 

?>  “T  7  ' 

4  ''  4-  r  & 

2&|I  ? 

&.  '  f  =s  to 

%  f  \  '•  7 

i"  a  1^-4 

u  f-  v  >*i  'f 

4  A  u  t  4" 


7  J.  ^  T 
•7  PJ  *fr\,  f 

fR  *A  f-  f 

S  f  fir  f 

9  ?.  ft  7 
*  R  £  R 


mi 


S'  V  f 

r  f  te. 

3  Sf1! 


I  * 

7  f 

?  i- 


tM 


/  ' '  3 

1  n  /C 

*p7t  7 
l  0 

>  3  9<~ 
T  jt  < f 

t?.-  >-  I 

T  A-u  X 

7,  B-  f 

%  %  i 

¥  4- ft 

f  fl  -t 
^  r 

^  V 


t£  > N 
vS? 

^  /v 

5  7* 
^  7 

4  ^ 


•)  ir 

r  I 

^  /?2 


f.  ^ 
><4 

fir  3 

I  ^ 


/V  -+• 

7  Z  ** 

t'  %7  z 

a<  J 

w  -  t'l 

7  'fZ 

-,  fj 

-J  f  - 

y  V  r 

%  Z  / 
r  ^  t 


,  '» *. 
?  ?  - 

3^  ^  % 


fCA  -7 

/* 


*  /f  K 

Pk  %  l 
Jt'%  ; 

«f  t  ? 

1*3-  f  V  ' 


7  Y 

^  ^12 
A  % 

/  \  Lp 

X 11 

l  it 

i\K  ««■ 

f  r 


^  r  - 

A  s  if 

f  *f  ^ 

it  7  If: 

«.  2  rt 

t  >  R 
t  K  ft 

/.  /  >ly 

&  Pr  a? 


f  2 


^  AN 
$ 

>  m' 

>S  x  * 

*?  »  R 

^  >-  i 


^  3^  ^ 

D  t  / 

X  ^  -$*. 

#4  r  1 
a  i  4 


v  1  7 

5  *  ' 

X"?i 
fj  A 

If? 

/■  7 


DOCUMENT  NO.  5242 


P-r:  r 


nointed  out  their  house  but  said  they  could  not  help  me, 
saying  that  they  were  leaving  on  account  of  the  Japanese, 
but  would  return  when  the  Japs  had  gone.  I  stayed  there 
two  days,  seeing  no-one. 

9.  from  this  time  on  I  am  uncertain  of  times  and  days 
and  dates.  [Tor  about  eight  days  I  moved  unmolested  towards 
Singapore]  and  finally  came  to  what  appeared  to  be  that  part 
of  Singapore  known  as  ' China town'  and  eventually  collapsed. 

A  young  Sihk  policeman  brought  me  coffee  and.  hailed  a  rick¬ 
shaw  and  at  my  request  sent  me  to  the  Singapore  General 
Hospital.  \  sentry  tried  to  prevent  me  entering  the  build¬ 
ing,  but  I  got  in  through  a  hole  in  the  blasted  wall  and 
lay  down  in  a  passage.  X  dental  assistant  found  me  and 
hid  me  in  a  closet  and  brought  a  man  named  Professor 
T!  ATMAN  who  was  carrying  on  as  a  dentist  under  Japanese 
orders.  I  met  him  again  later  interned  in  CHANG I.  He 
took  me  to  his  curgery  and  dressed  my  wounds.  I  did  not 
divulge  their  cause.  He  and  his  assistant  sheltered  me  in 
their  rooms.  Their  position  was  very  difficult  and  later 
a  Jap  Dr  had  me  moved  to  the  main  ’Yard  under  the  clock 
tower  and  I  came  under  Jap  medical  people.  The  Professor 
came  with  me  and  gave  me  ten  dollars,  he  said  he  knew  I 
was  an  Australian  soldier  and  if  I  had  any  reason  to  fear 
Japanese  enquiry  regarding  my  wound  to  feign  mental  shock. 

I  v;as  attended  by  a  Eurasian  orderly  for  about  a  week  and 
not  questioned  by  the  Japs,  my  treatment  was  good.  By  15 
ray  1942  I  was  able  to  walk  and  was  taken  out  to  a  motor 
car  and  was  asked  by  a  Jap  civilian  what  I  did  in  Singapore. 
I  replied  that  I  was  a  driver  in  the  AIF.  I  was  then  driveq 
to  Changi  Gaol  and  handed  over  to  the  British  Gaol 
Administration.  I  have  them  my  full  particulars  and  they 
told  the  Japs  that  I  should  be  taken  to  'elarang  Barracks 
where  the  Australian  so Jurors  were  interned.  Neverthe¬ 
less  the  Japanese  said  that  this  Dr  had  ordered  that  I 
remain  at  Changi  Gaol  untl 1  fit.  I  remained  there  until 
12  Oct  1942  when  I  was  moved  to  Gelarang  Barracks  and 
rejoined  my  unit. 

1C.  "’hile  I  was  in  the  Singapore  General  Hospital,  I 
ascertained  the  name  of  a  wounded  Japanese  soldier  in  the 
bed  "next  to  mine  as  TAT30U  ATACHI,  whose  address  was  1102 
CHIBAK00,  Tokio.  I  mention  this  fact  as  it  may  be  of 
assistance  in  the  identification  of  both  persons  and  units 
responsible  for  these  atrocities. 

S170F.N  THE  SAID  Leslie  ,r’illiam  McCANN)  (sgd) 

at  PEPTH  in  the  State  of  ’'’estern  )  L.  77.  McCANN. 

Australia  on  this  27th  day  of  Harch,  ) 

1946.  ) 

Before  me  George  V7.  Gwynne. 

\  Commissioner  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Western 
Australia  for  taking  affidavits. 

Exhibit  "C"  -  This  is  the  document  marked  Exhibit  "C"  re¬ 

ferred  to  in  the  affidavit  of  Major  J.  K.  Lloyd  sworn  be¬ 
fore  me  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  7!ay  1946  as  being  pro¬ 
duced  and  shown  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  swearing  his 
said  affidavit. 

/s/  R.  D.  Crompton,  Capt. 

An  officer  of  the  Australian 
Military  Forces. 


PURL:  http://www.legal- 

stt; 


Jk 


DOCUT'SNT  NO.  5242 


I,  7*390*“ 6  !%ior  John  Kevin  LLOYD  of  \rny  Headquarters 


make  oath  and  say 


I  aw  an  officer  of  the  lustralinn  Uilitary  Forces 
\nne:<ed  hereto  and  roai  ked  "C"  is  a  true  copy 
of  an  affidavit  svrorn  hy  Leslie  'illiam  :'cO\NN 
on  27  '  at.  1946  which  T  h-.ve  in  tv  custody  in  the 
course  of '  my  duties. 

The  original  affidavit  cannot  be  wade  available 
irrwed lately  as  it  is  required  for  trials  of  minor 
war  criminals. 


RETURM 


Swo1  n  before  me  at  '‘HTJ'i 
this  27  day  of  t'ay  1946 


Cant 


JsJ  J  ..  D,.  Crompton 
.\n  off icer  of  the 
Australian  Military  F* 
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THE  ::\TTER  of  uar  Crimes 
and 

cVU*  rJci'li  vd  ,j*.  .'.a  i  • 


t,  Leslie  '7illi\m  "cCann  of  159  Onslow  Road,  SKELTON 
P/IRK.  in  the  State  of  astern  Australia,  civilian,  fonnerly 
,rX17^37  Private  Leslie  William  KcCA/I-f  of  2/4  ’Jachine  jun 
Battalion  (MI),  being  duly  sv/orn  make  ^ath  and  say:- 

1.  On  Wednesday  4  February  19*2  during  action  SOUTH  TOST 
of  BIT'IT  TEFAH  Village  I  was  wounded  by  '  ortar  fragments  in 
the  right  leg  and  remained  with  other  wounded  in  a  native 
house.  The  partv  included  British  officers  whose  names  I 
now  know  to  be  Capt  THOUAS  and  LIEUT  A LDP I CH,  both  °f 
Leister  Kegt.  During  the  next  day  the  others  moved  out 
but  I  remained. 

•2.  On  Friday  the  13  February  42  I  was  joined  bV 
Private  R.  J.  VILLH0U5E  of  my  own  unit  who  hao  received  four 
machine  gun  bullets  in  the  right  leg.  e  moved  out  in  the 
evening  towards  the  VEST  Coast  Road  and  received  medical 
treatment  at  a  Fohammedan  Institution.  I  ■'as  still  armed 
and  had  fired  on  two  enemy  soldiers  on  the  way. 

o  We  were  informed  on  Sunday  the  15  February  by  the 
-idohammdenas  in  the  evening  that  the  battle  of  Si5|aJSeemornr- 
over  and  we  could  proceed  to  Slgnapore t  ftoad* 

ing  we  moved  towards  Singapore^sulong  SSShiianear 

and  about  1100  hrs  met  three  other  Australian  soldiers  near 
P\SIR  PANJVNG  Village.  The  names  of  these  .ustialian 
Midlers I  cannot  rlcall  with  certainty.  ”e  had^previously 
d  is  nosed  of  our  arms  and  when  we  inforjned  these  men  that 
fighting  had  finished  they  disposed  of  theirs.  Carrying 
’“LLHOVGE  we  moved  on  to  PAS  TP  PANJiHG.  Here  Japanese,., 
sentries  stopped  us}  at  the  entrance  to  a  tiou&e,  later 
known  to  be  a  Jaoanese  HQ.  I  presumed  this  to  be  a 
Japanese  HQ  in  view  of  the  fact  that  guards  were  posted  - 
n round  it  I  cannot  say  what  HQs  this  would  be.  but  from 
Vhe  situation  on  ’ingaoore  Island,  at  that  time  it  apoeare 
15  be  the  H3s  of  that  Joanese  force  which  landed  on  the 
lest  CMst  of  the  Island.  -Ie  were  ordered  Inside,  our 
lack-knives  were  taken  from  us  and  we  were  led  t°.  the 
•]  ,  miarters  at  the  rear  of  the  house  and  locked  in 

rSvPi?  5o“ansa!nFf6- teSd°“7^1u  »!hr 

SBLrsk  iwivs  ss«rv&!^ 

carriers  that  morning. 

•  S,ffl£S,aS^rAW5x;  « 


At  tr\  T  A  TT^t,l,V 


t*  .t  ~ 


Vv'O  T  A  TREY  resisted  this  attempt,  explaining  his  rank.  On 
our  return  we  were  locked  in  the  same  room  and  given  a 
meal  by  the  same  English-speaking  Jaoanese.  He  said  "Don't 
be  afraid,  you  are  quite  safe,  "e  are  now  your  friends." 
After  the  meal  a  Japanese  Officer  came  in  and  another 
Ja  >anese  crowded  round  the  windows  inquisitively.  We  were 
warned  to  answer  truthful1 y  and  the  senior  man  called  for 
WO  I  AIREY  who  stood  up  and  declared  his  rank.  He  was 
questioned  regarding  military  movements  in  Australia  and 
overseas,  the  number  of  Australian  troops  in  ?ralaya,  and 
American  troops  in  Australia.  He  evaded  the  questions  and 
the  officer  said  he  thought  the  replies  were  not  truthful. 
He  then  inquired  if  we  would  like  to  go  home  to  Australia 
and  laughed  cynically  when  we  replied  "Yes",  He  then 
asked  our  Units  and  WO  I  AIREY  said  we  were  machine  Gunners, 
the  eleven  soldiers  not  of  ray  Unit  then  sooke  up  and  said 
they  were  drivers.  After  an  animated  discussion  the 
officer  and  interpreter  left  the  room.  A  little  later  we 
were  told,  we  would  stay  the  night  and  that  he  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  arrange  for  bedcing. 

4.  The  officer  who  subiected  us  to  interrogation  per 
medium  of  an  interpreter  appeared.  to  me  to  be  of  high  rank. 
He  wore  coloured  tabs  and  a  distinctive  braid  on  his  left 
shoulder  which  hung  lkie  a  lanyard.  He  was  about  5' 2"  in 
height,  portly  and  inclined  to  be  chubby  in  the  face.  I 
don't  know  whether  he  had  a  moustache  or  wore  glasses. 

"is  hair  w’as  much  lighter  than  the  average  Japanese,  cut 
short  but  not  close  -crop  ed.  '■!&  did  not  see  this  officer 
again  and  I  think  there  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  I 
might  be  able  to  recognise  him  again  if  I  saw  him  in 
person.  I  would,  say  definitely  that  this  officer  was 
senior  in  rank  to  any  other  officer  contacted  by  us  at 
the  time  these  events  took  place. 

The  interpreter  was  tall  and  slim,  6'  in  height  and 
particularly  dark.  Ke  wore  glasses.  He  appeared  to  be 
quite  good-natured  and  even-tempered  for  a  Jap, 

5.  *'e  received  adequate  food  and  water  and  smokes,  were 
not  molested  and  were  permitted  latrine  facil'ties  on  17 
February.  No  bedding  was  supplied  but  some  clothes, 
bandages  and  dressings  ware  given  us  for  wounded  men. 

6.  On  18  February  we  again  received  adequate  food  etc. 

4 

7.  From  dawn  the  Japanese  appeared  very  unfriendly, 
except  one  man  who  pushed  food  quickly  through  the  window 
and  then  ran  away.  It  appeared  to  me  that  overnight 
there  had  been  a  complete  change  in  Japanese  personnel, 
in  the  form  of  another  unit  taking  over.  I  could  not 
identify  the  incoming  unit  nor  can  I  give  any  informa¬ 
tion  that  might  assist  in  establishing  its  identity.  The 
change  in  atmosphere  was  most  marked,  and  our  requests 
for  water  were  ignored  or  answered  with  leers.  I  noted 
all  the  names  of  our  party  in  my  paybook  which  I  later 
lost  after  my  attempted  execution.  This  being  so,  the 
onlv  names  of  our  party  which  I  can  furnish  with  cer¬ 
tainty  are  A TREY,  OCKEHBY,  ?HLLH0USE  and  one  2/18  driver 
named  SHERIDAN  and  known  as  "Ttosclas".  ; At  about  1730  hrs 
we  were  taken  out  singly  and  our  hands  tied  behind  our 
barks  with  strips  torn  from  a  bagT  VO  I  AIREY  still  wore 


>rg/doc/cb0129/ 


DOCIH'EPT  WO.  5242 


uV/a  were  marched  down  the  road  in  file,  led  by  a 
Japanese,  whom  T.  thought  at  the  time  to  be  an  officer 
but  now  realise  that  he  "as  probably  a  senior  sergeant. 

Vy  reason  for  this  is  that  I  noticed  at  the  time  that  he 
was  wearing  loggings  as  opposed  to  the  officers  equipment 
of  high  topped  boots.  He  was  about  5* 2"  in  height  and 
wore  glasses,  had  a  moustache  and  was  thickset  in  build. 

He  was  probably  in  his  thirties,  ’’e  had  a  Japanese 
soldier  as  a  guard  at  the  rear.  Hostile  demonstrations 
were  made  by  Japanese  soldiers  lining  the  road  and  look¬ 
ing  from  house  windows.  *"e  turned  NOF.TK  into  FETOR1 -WUORY 
Rd,  and  "arched  about  four  hundred  yards.  I  was  in  the 
leading  file  and  Pte  7,ILFI-:0T‘3F.  In  the  rear  rfhen  I  called 
out  to  him  to  find  out  whether  the  pace  was  too  f i3t,  I 
was  shouted  at  absuivelv  by  the  Japanese  in  charge,  le 
turned  off  to  the  left  of  the  road  and  continued  for  about 
one  hundred  yards,  "halted,  and  were  formed  into  single  rank 
with  our  bac’^s  to  a  creek.  I  was  the  right  hand  man, 
MXLLB'FSE  the  left  hand  man,  with  A I  FEY  and  0CICSP3Y  near 
him.  Seven  Japanese  soldiers  than  appeared  a:  med  with 
British  rifles  with  bayonets  fixed,  and  lined  up  in  single 
rank  facing  us  at  about  thirty  feet  distance.  The  Japanese 
in  command  then  addressed  hi3  troops  from  my  flank,  then 
ordered  us  to  turn  round  and  face  the  creek.  He  then  gave 
an  order  and  I  heard  the  sound  of  rifle  bolts  being  worked. 
I  then  considered  they  might  shoot  us  but  was  not  convinced 
that  this  would  happen.  I  leant  forward  to  say  to  my 
neighbours  something  like  "This  doesn't  look  too  good"  and 
as  I  was  straightening  up  the  Japanese  in  command  gave 
another  order  and  the  firing  squad  fired.  I  was  struck 
by  a  bullet  which  entered  below  my  left  shoulder  blade 
and  emerged  between  my  third  and  fourth  ribs,  smashing  * 
them.  I  was  quite  conscious  and  could  have  remained 
standing,  but  fell  down  the  fairly  steep  bank  into  ths 
creek  facing  the  opposite  bank.  Another  man  fell  with 
his  head  against  my  wounded  right  leg,  he  was  not  killed 
and  kept  talking.  I  have  no  idea  in  what  order  the  men 
were  shot,  but  when  all  had  fallen  into  the  creek  the 
Japanese  approached,  anr’  fired  many  more  shots  into  the 
bodies  shouting  all  the  time  they  were  firing.  The  man 
resting  on  ray  leg  continued  shouting  at  the  Japanese  and 
about  a  dozen  shots  we re  fired  into  him,  one  shot  just 
missing  my  head. 

Trom  the  other  end  of  the  line  another  voice  kept 
shouting  at  the  Japs.  Firing  continued  until  all  was 
quiet.  After  about  five  minutes  T  looked  around.  Fove- 
ment  was  awkward  as  I  v/as  bound  and  encumbered  by  the 
next  roan.  I  finally  sat  up  and.  spoke  but  received  no 
answer  nor  did  anyone  move,  I  was  now  feeling  dazed  and 
brought  up  blood  when  I  spoke.  I  managed  to  free  my  hands 
quite  easily  and  removed  my  boots  and  then  moved  '/esterly 
down  the  Creak  towards  the  -TEST  Coast  Rd;  but  collapsed 
after  a  short  distance.  At  this  time  it  was  still  light, 
probably  about  1830  hrs. 

8  Before  dawn  I  recovered  consciousness  but  fainted 
a^ain  recovering  at  first  light.  I  washed  my  wound  and 
removed  the  bandage  from  my  leg  to  my  chest.  I  was  unable 
to  dress  my  back.  I  moved  back  towards  the  place  of  shoot¬ 
ing  but  could  only  see  that  a  rubber  tree  had  been  Felled 
across  the  bodies.  I  then  took  shelter  in  a  native  build¬ 
ing  two  Chinese,  a  man  and  a  woman  came  in  and  asked  if 
T  was  one  of  the  men  shot  the  day  before.  I  admitted  I  was 
and  they  said  that  they  had  seen  the  shooting.  They 
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